[Unusual course of alpha-fetoprotein levels in a case of spina bifida detected by prenatal diagnosis].
The authors report the observation of a case of spina bifida detected at the 18th week from a systematic prenatal screening at the C.H.R. in Toulouse, from the assay of alpha foeto-protein on filter paper. The course of total alpha foeto-protein was particularly unique: high levels found at the 18th week with a progressive decrease in concentration until totally normal level was reached during the 28th week. Ecography confirmed the diagnosis of spina bifida. Total alpha foeto-protein concentration was also found at normal level during the 28th week in serum and in amniotic fluid. Therapeutic abortion confirmed the diagnosis of spina bifida. The authors discuss this unique course of alpha foeto-protein levels from the 18th week of development to the 28th week, made possible by this rather valuable observation.